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The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C. Our Bible passages are 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 
9-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5; Luke 20:27-38; and Psalm 17 for our Song of Praise. We 
remember that we are now in the month of November which, traditionally, we offer special 
prayers for our faithful departed that they may rest in the perfect peace of Christ. Our faith as 
Christians is often shaken to its foundation. That happens in a matter of life and death. At such 
moments we must bear witness to our belief in the teachings of Christ our redeemer and the 
finality of our faith, nonetheless. 
 
The Book of Maccabees is one of the books in the Old Testament that transcend this world 
before Christ. Such Wisdom Literatures, we read them at funerals. They are pointers to the 
Christian faith. For the Maccabean sons and their mother, to renounce their faith was a terrible 
thing to do, an abomination. It was in the root, the foothold of their religion. They strongly 
believed in the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting. That means, they were properly 
encultured in their faith traditions. Listen to some of their utterances. “But the King of the 
world will raise us up to live again forever. It is for his laws that we are dying.” Again: “It was 
from Heaven that I received these; … from him I hope to receive them again.” And again: “It is 
my choice to die at the hands of men with the hope God gives of being raised up by him.” The 
Lord Jesus also affirms the resurrection of the dead. As a Christian, what do I really believe? I 
am asking myself this question. What about you, what do you really believe? Some religions do 
not teach or believe in the resurrection of the dead. The Sadducees in the Gospel are a good 
example. What we, the Christians, do in this November month testifies to our belief. Christians 
in many traditions gather before the Blessed Sacrament, especially on All Souls Day, to pray for 
their dead. That is what I grew up doing. This season is the last in our liturgical year. Therefore, 
it smacks the end time. Death too is the end of life on earth. As a result, we dedicate this month 
to praying for our departed ones. We pray for their release from the pangs of death like we ask 
for the release of a loved one from prison. Our Penitential Act addresses the Lord Jesus as: (1) 
the Lord of life; (2) the sign of everlasting hope; and (3) the way that leads to salvation. 
 
In this Gospel of Luke 20:27-38, the Lord Jesus addressed the question about the resurrection 
of the dead and life everlasting. Listen attentively to his teaching: (1) “The children of this age 
marry and remarry; but …” In the resurrected life, (2) “They can no longer die, for they are like 
angels; and they are the children of God because …” In this teaching, the Lord tells us that 
marriage ends in this world. Again, he tells us that angels do not die; they are immortal. Finally, 
he tells us that in eternity we truly become the children of God; thereby he gave the answer to 
the issue St. John raised in his message on All Saints Day, concerning the status of the children 
of God here and in eternity, (cf. 1 Jn 3:1-3). Jesus says that we will continue to be children of 
God. We will continue to be alive. In the book: “Tortured for Christ”, the author, a pastor, was 
tortured for 14 years in Romania with the hope that he would give up his belief in Christ. He 
continued to hold up his faith in spite of persecution, because he truly believed that even if he 
should die there in the missions, he would rise to everlasting life. That was really a true witness 
and testimony to Christ.  St Paul in the Second Reading today asks us to encourage our hearts 



and strengthen them in every good deed and word. He lets us know that there are wicked 
people in this world, and that not all people have faith. He prayed that the Lord would direct 
our hearts to the love of God and to the endurance of Christ, meaning, that we may persevere 
until Christ comes. “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus – Maranatha!” (Rev. 
22:20).  
 


